GERMANY
... not only in the heading, but also in the text itself, Han-
over was named before Wiirttemberg and the signatures were
placed in such a way that there was no space for him to put
his name between those of Bavaria and Hanover, whereas he
had to insist that the King of Wiirttemberg rank above the
King of Hanover.
The King of Hanover was the Regent of England; but
he had only been King for four days. On October 12, he
had transformed into a royal title the electoral title which
he had kept until then, although since 1806 the Emperor
whom he was supposed to elect had ceased to exist. Wurt-
temberg had ceased to be a Duchy and had become a
Kingdom in 1806. The question of which had the right
to sign first, the infant kingdom or the child kingdom,
was to be of immense importance to the peace of the world,
since it took up the greater part of the meeting. Six men
possessing a high degree of intelligence strove for several
hours to find an expedient "by which this difference may
be settled without prejudice to either of the two parties";
many proposals and counterproposals were offered and re-
jected; finally they managed to persuade the representatives
of the King of Wurttemberg to accept a compromise solu-
tion ad referendum. This decisive question having been
eliminated, a plan for a federal constitution, presented by
Austria and Prussia, came up for examination. The plan
called for a confederation of all the German states, great
and small, under the direction of the Diet, but they were
to be a part of the Confederation only so far as their Ger-
man possessions were concerned. The German sovereigns
were to renounce warfare among themselves, and to sub-
mit to the federal tribunal; all the states which had no
possessions outside of Germany were to promise not to
make war against foreign powers, not to take part in the
wars of these powers, and not to conclude, without the
agreement of the Confederation, any treaties of alliance,
of subsidy, or of cession of troops. Finally, Article 2 of
the Constitution declared that the aim of the Confedera-